
Notice of Electronic Meeting 

City of Kentwood 

Land Use and Zoning Subcommittee 

 

Consistent with Governor Whitmer’s Executive Order 2020-160, to avoid unneeded personal 

contact, and to otherwise minimize the spread of the COVID-19 virus during the pandemic, and 

in accordance with Executive Order 2020-154 allowing electronic meetings, the Kentwood 

Planning Commission Land Use and Zoning Subcommittee meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 

September 8, 2020 at 6:45 p.m., will be held electronically. A copy of the full agenda and 

packet for this meeting is available on the city website. 

 

Participate Via Zoom Meeting 

The meeting will be conducted electronically. Those wishing to participate in the meeting may 

join the Zoom meeting online or by phone. 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81976756812?pwd=TGFOajFNTmhJdkRFY00zQkhGUlgrUT09 

  

  

Meeting ID: 819 7675 6812 

Passcode: 992076 

One tap mobile 

+13017158592,,81976756812#,,,,,,0#,,992076# US (Germantown) 

+13126266799,,81976756812#,,,,,,0#,,992076# US (Chicago) 

  

Dial by your location 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

Meeting ID: 819 7675 6812 

Passcode: 992076 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcgzxP3yX9 

  

 

This request is on file and may be inspected and examined at the office of the City Planning 

Department at the Kentwood City Center, 4900 Breton Avenue, SE, in the City of Kentwood, 

during business hours until the close of this hearing or any adjournment thereof. Written 

Comments may be submitted to the Board in lieu of personal appearance. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81976756812?pwd=TGFOajFNTmhJdkRFY00zQkhGUlgrUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcgzxP3yX9






















Notice of Electronic Meeting 

City of Kentwood – Planning 

Commission 

 

Consistent with Governor Whitmer’s Executive Order 2020-160, to avoid unneeded personal 

contact, and to otherwise minimize the spread of the COVID-19 virus during the pandemic, and 

in accordance with Executive Order 2020-154 allowing electronic meetings, the regular 

Kentwood Planning Commission meeting scheduled for Tuesday, September 8, 2020 at 7:30 

p.m., will be held electronically. A copy of the full agenda and packet for this meeting is 

available on the city website. 

Participate Via Zoom Meeting 

The meeting will be conducted electronically. Those wishing to participate in the meeting may 

join the Zoom meeting online or by phone. 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85015073813?pwd=UWdOZ1hLQS9jQWRBWEJEMDFKaDhyUT0

9 

Meeting ID: 850 1507 3813 

Passcode: 033560 

One tap mobile 

+13126266799,,85015073813#,,,,,,0#,,033560# US (Chicago) 

+19294362866,,85015073813#,,,,,,0#,,033560# US (New York) 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

Meeting ID: 850 1507 3813 

Passcode: 033560 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keEa79XvE2 

 

 

This request is on file and may be inspected and examined at the office of the City Planning 

Department at the Kentwood City Center, 4900 Breton Avenue, SE, in the City of Kentwood, 

during business hours until the close of this hearing or any adjournment thereof. Written 

Comments may be submitted to the Board in lieu of personal appearance. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85015073813?pwd=UWdOZ1hLQS9jQWRBWEJEMDFKaDhyUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85015073813?pwd=UWdOZ1hLQS9jQWRBWEJEMDFKaDhyUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keEa79XvE2


















































































































Memorandum 

To:  Planning Commission 

 

CC:  

 

From:  Joe Pung 

  (616)554-0810 

  pungj@kentwood.us 

 

Date:  September 2, 2020 

 

Re: Zoning Ordinance Update 

 

The City is updating/reformatting the Zoning Ordinance and the areas for potential amendments 

for initial discussion by the Planning Commission this evening are: 

 

Amend the sign regulations to add restaurant menu boards and pre-order boards as 

permitted signs. 

 

Currently the Zoning Ordinance does not specifically make allowance for menu boards or pre-

order boards for drive-through establishments or vehicle wash establishments.  Such signs are 

currently allowed through a Zoning Administrator interpretation as follows: 

 

• Menu board of no more than 64 square feet in area and a maximum height of 10 feet.  

Menu board must be located within 10 feet of where the order is placed. 

• Companion display of no more than 16 square feet and a maximum height of 10 feet and 

located adjacent to the menu board to communicate special pricing/services. 

 

Section 2.02.S of the Zoning Ordinance defines a sign as: 

 

Any object, device, display or structure, situated outdoors or indoors, which is used to 

advertise, identify, display, direct or attract attention to an object, person, institution, 

organization, business, product, service, event or location by any means, including words, 

letters, figures, design, symbols, fixtures, colors, illumination or projected images. 

 

As noted in the Zoning Administrator interpretation, a menu board is in many respects a sign in 

terms of the above definition.  However, when the menu board is located at the rear of a site, the 

focus is narrowed to the specific options and associated pricing, rather than attracting attention 

to or identifying a business and that it is practical and desirable to allow businesses a limited 

ability to communicate with the motorists the specific options and pricing information in a 

manner distinguished from the freestanding, wall and window identification sign allowances. 

 

mailto:pungj@kentwood.us
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Add language to require that variances be considered by the Zoning Board of Appeals 

before Planning Commission consideration of a site plan. 

 

In the case of projects that require action by both the Planning Commission and Zoning Board of 

Appeals there is no regulation as to which should occur first.  In most of those circumstances the 

Planning Commission acted first and if any variances were necessary the securing of those 

variances was added as a condition of approval.  In most circumstances those variances were 

subsequently approved by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Recently a project went through the 

Planning Commission review and was approved with a condition that several variances be 

secured for the project, but the variances were denied by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  The 

applicant was upset with the denial after the time and expense that was put into securing Planning 

Commission approval. 

 

Recommendation from the City Attorney is that generally the Zoning Board of Appeals hear the 

variance requests before the Planning Commission acts on a project.  The city of Walker requires 

that if a site plan requires one or more variances, an application for the variances shall be filed 

and considered by the board of zoning appeals after preliminary city staff review and before 

planning commission considers the site plan. 

 

Review group child daycare requirements, specifically distance requirement and how it is 

measured. 

 

Group child day care homes (home in which more than 6 and not more than 12 minor children 

are given care and supervision for periods of less than 24 hours a day) are currently a permitted 

use in all residential zone districts and a special land use in the Form Based Code district.  The 

following standards pertain to group child day care homes: 

 

• There shall be sufficient on-site outdoor play area to meet state regulations.  All required 

outdoor play areas shall be fenced with a minimum of four (4) foot tall fence, provided 

that no such fence shall be located in the front yard. 

• Ingress and egress shall be provided as far as possible from two (2) intersecting streets 

and shall be at least one hundred (100) feet from two through streets. 

• A group child day care shall not be located within a twelve hundred (1,200) foot radius 

of any other group child day care. 

• For the purposes of this Section, the measurement of a radius shall be measured in a 

straight line from the actual location of the use to the nearest property line of the other 

group day care home. 

• An on-site drive shall be provided for drop offs/loading.  This drive shall be arranged to 

allow maneuvers without creating a hazard to traffic flow on the public street. 

 

The current standards for group child day care homes were part of a set of ordinance amendments 

approved in 2003.  Prior to the 2003 amendments, group child day care homes were not permitted 

in R1 zone districts and were a special land use requiring Planning Commission review and 

approval in R2, R3, R4, and R5 zone districts. 
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As part of the ordinance amendment review process, there was discussion as to how to measure 

(straight line or road miles) the 1,200-foot separation between group child day care homes.  It 

was decided to use a straight line measurement, as opposed to road miles, in part because it would 

be easier to administer and to also ensure that a situation would not occur in which you had two 

group child day care homes backing up to each other.  It was also noted that any applicant could 

still apply for a variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 

The Zoning Board of Appeals has heard six (6) cases regarding the minimum 1,200-foot radius 

from other group child daycare facilities since 2003.  The requests ranged from a separation of 

228 feet up to 1,100 feet.  Three of the requests (334 feet, 878 feet, and 1,075 feet) were approved 

with one (1) request (1,100) withdrawn, one (1) request (268 feet) denied, and one (1) request 

(1,060 feet) dismissed due to failure of applicant to attend the meeting or notify the board. 

 

The question is whether or not the required separation between group day care homes and the 

method of measurement are still reasonable or should the ordinance be amended to require a 

lesser separation or different method of measurement (road miles). 

 

Amend ordinance to allow two accessory structures for duplex properties. 

 

Currently duplex properties are treated the same as single family homes with respect to the 

number and size of accessory structures.  There has been at least one request to allow for two (2) 

detached accessory buildings for a duplex property so that each tenant would have the ability to 

utilize a storage structure.  If the Commission wishes to allow for more flexibility for duplex 

properties, one way would be to permit a second structure but limit the combined area of the two 

structure to what would otherwise be permitted for a single structure; for example, if a property 

was otherwise permitted a 250 square foot detached accessory structure the property owner would 

have the option to construct two detached accessory buildings but their combined area could not 

exceed 250 square feet. 

 

Amend ordinance to not require a building permits for one-story detached accessory 

structures two hundred (200) square feet or less in area. 

 

The Zoning Ordinance currently requires a building permit for detached accessory structure that 

exceed one hundred and twenty (120) square feet in area (Section 22.04).  The residential building 

code adopted by the City only requires a building permit for such structures that exceed two 

hundred square feet in area, the proposed change would bring the Zoning Ordinance in line with 

the adopted building code.  In addition to changing when a building permit would be required, 

the ordinance would be amended to require Zoning Administrator approval of accessory 

structures two hundred (200) square feet in area or less. 
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